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SUB J : TBS AND FUJI TV REQUESTS FOR INTERVIEW WITH SECSTATE 
REF: TOKYO 3324, TKOYO A-930 NOV 26, 1973 

SUMMARY: FUJI TV REPORTER TORII, ON RETURN FROM WASHINGTON. 
REPORTED DEPARTMENT INTEREST IN FUJI PROPOSAL FOR TV PROGRAM 
WITH SECSTATE. HAS APPOINTMENT WITH PAO DECEMBER 26 TO DETER- 
MINE STATUS OF PROJECT. DEPARTMENT REQUESTED ADVISE EMBASSY 
OF ITS VIEWS BOTH FUJI AND TBS PROPOSAL. 

1. POLITICAL REPORTER, KEIICHI TORII, FUJI TV, REPORTED TO 

USIS CONVERSATION WITH SINSTON LORD AND ERICSON RE PROPOSAL 
FOR TV PROGRAM INVOLVING SECSTATE. 

2. SAID HE WAS TOLD THAT PREVIOUSLY SUBMITTED FORMAT (SEE 
AIRGRAM A-930) TOO RIGID AND FORMAL AND THAT MORE INFORMAL 
SETTING WOULD PROVE MORE SATISFACTORY. 

3. HE ADDED THAT BOTH LORD AND ERICSON EXPRESSED INTEREST IN 
POSSIBLE INTERVIEW BETWEEN SECSTATE AND MRS. YOSHIKO YAMAGUCHI. 
SHE IS ONE-TIME ACTRESS. NOW POPULAR TV PERSONALITY WHO IS 
REGULAR HOSTESS ON FUJI'S AFTERNOON TALK SHOW. 

4. TORII HAS APPOINTMENT WITH PAO WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 26, AND 
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IS ANXIOUS TO KNOW LATEST DEPARTMENT POSITION RE TV PROPOSAL. 
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5. EMBASSY BELIEVES DEPARTMENT MUST WEIGH FUJI PROPOSAL IN 
CONTEXT OF EARLIER TBS REQUEST. ALTHOUGH TBS FAVORS FORMAT 
OUTLINED IN REFTEL 3324, WE ARE CERTAIN FORMAT COULD BE 
CHANGED IF DEPARTMENT PREFERS. 

6. AS BETWEEN THE TWO, TBS COMMANDS LARGER AUDIENCE AND 
USUALLY LINKS WITH GREATER NUMBER OF STATIONS THAN FUJI. 

7. ALTHOUGH WE TILT SOMEWHAT TOWARD TBS, WHOSE PROPOSAL PRE- 
DATES FUJI'S, BELIEVE SECSTATE APPEARANCE EITHER STATION 
SHOULD BE GIVEN FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION IN VIEW POPLITICAL 
AND PSYCHOLOGICAL ADVANTAGES. 

8. WOULD APPRECATE DEPARTMENT COMMENT PRIOR TO MEETING OF 
TORII AND PAO. 

SHOESMITH 
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